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days' hattles, the Indians' losses will number forty warriors, whi their wounded on the opposite bank of the river may increase tb number.             Respectfully submitted.
(Signed)        G-. A. OUSTER,
Lieutenant-colonel 7th Cavalry, Brevet-major-general, U. S. A., commanding.
" Stockade " on the Yellowstone, September 6,1S73.
... I know you will rejoice when your eyes fall upon the da and heading of this letter, and you learn that we are thus far on o1 homeward journey, all safe and well. This letter is to be a SHOI one (after having finished the letter I underscore the word), as has only been decided a few hours ago to despatch three of our I dian scouts from here to Fort Buf ord—one hundred and twenty mil distant by river, only eighty by land—with mail, and to bring ba< what awaits us in return. As there are many official matters for n to attend to between now and to-morrow morning—the time of tl departure of the scouts—I do not hope to give you but the ma points of a letter, the details to be rilled up by word of mouth.
I am here with six companies of cavalry, having separated fro the main expedition several days ago on the Mussel Shell River, ai marched to this point direct, a distance of about one hundred ai fifty miles. The mules of the large trains began giving out; fora; was almost exhausted, the horses being allowed only about thr pounds per day, fourteen pounds being regular allowance. T] country was entirely unknown; no guides knew anything of ti
route before us. General-----did not think it wise to venture in
the unknown and uninviting region with his command. But I d not feel inclined to yield to obstacles, and made an application take the main portion of the cavalry and strike through for the stoc ade direct instead of turning back. I asked that the railroad engi eers be allowed to continue with me. Consent was given and \ started.
At head-quarters it was not believed that I would get throug Bo strong was this impression, that in the official order issued for n movement there was a clause authorizing me to burn or abandon;articularly heavy, while we know their losses in killed and wounded were beyond all proportion to that which they were enabled to inflict upon us, our losses being one officer badly wounded, four men killed, and three wounded ; four horses killed and four wounded.
